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ABSTRACT : 

Data in disparate formats from different data sources are reformatted into a common data 
format and stored in database servers serving one or more data sources such that each 
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format and stored in daAse servers serving one or more sources such tha t each 

database server contains^lly a portion of the composite d2«base. A client server and 
graphical user interface are provided for allowing a client to perform simple search 
requests on one database server, browse requests on all database servers, or serve 
complex search requests on one or more database servers. The client server may reformat 
the resultant search data into one or more specific database formats for retrieval and 
manipulation by a specific database program or display the information for the client 
The present invention has particular application to the semiconductor manufacturing 
field, for tracking data produced during the processes of semiconductor manufacturing. 

49 Claims, 23 Drawing figures 
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ART-UNIT: 237 

PRIMARY- EXAMINER: Black; Thomas G. 
ASSISTANT-EXAMINER: Lewis; Cheryl R. 
ABSTRACT : 

Data in disparate formats from different data sources are reformatted into a common data 
tormat and stored in database servers serving one or more data sources such that each 
database server contains only a portion of the composite databa se. A client server an d 
graphical user interface are provided for allowing a client to perform simple search 
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graphical user interfac^e provided for allowing a clienH> perform simple search 
requests on one database^rver, browse requests on all database servers, or serve 
complex search requests on one or more database servers. The client server may reformat 
the resultant search data into one or more specific database formats for retrieval and 
manipulation by a specific database program or display the information for the client 
The present invention has particular application to the semiconductor manufacturing ' 
field, for tracking data produced during the processes of semiconductor manufacturing. 

17 Claims, 23 Drawing figures 
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ATTY- AGENT-FIRM: Blakely, Sokoloff , Taylor & Zafman LLP 
ABSTRACT : 

A method for synchronizing a first database with a second database in which the first 
database contains a plurality of database records. The first database is divided into a 
plurality of segments. Each of the segments contains at least one database record. The 
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